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a Stoltenborgh (2014) Child Abuse Review
* Available at www.cdc.gov/ace/prevalence.htm

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) 
affect millions of children globallya



ACEs & adult trauma are linked to 
violence against women (VAW)
• All forms of ACEs are associated with men’s adult 

perpetration of IPV a

• ACEs linked to rape of a non-partner b

• Human rights violations or witnessing violations of 
friends or family linked to IPV c

a. Godbout (2017) Trauma, Viol & Abuse; Smith-Merik (2015) J Fam Theory; Stith (2000) 
J Marriage & Family; Gil-Gonzolez (2007) J Public Health; Jewkes (2013) Lancet Global 
Health b. Jewkes (2006) Soc Sci Med c. Gupta (2010) J Epi Comm Health



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Informal settlement: where people live in crowded conditions with limited access to water, sanitation, or secure housing tenure. 

Nearly one billion people live in them - number will double by 2030.1 
In sub-Saharan Africa 56% of urban population lives in informal settlements.2


























Direct effects of Childhood Trauma on IPV



Path 1: Depression + Alcohol



Path 1: Depression + Alcohol



Path 2: Continued trauma + PTSD 



Key Findings

• High rates of childhood trauma in our setting are 
consistent with new studies from SSAa

• Childhood adversities seem to directly influence 
men’s use of VAW and operate through key 
pathways: 
• Depression ->Alcohol Misuse
• Further adult traumas -> PTSD

a. VanderEnde (2016) Annals of Epi
b. Gupta (2010) J Epi Comm Health



• Alcohol use may be an unhealthy coping 
strategy for dealing with previous trauma 

• not a “stand-alone” cause for IPV 

• Provide safe, therapeutic spaces for men to 
process childhood adversities

• Consider mental health symptomology in 
programming

• Must be integrating IPV work with prevention 
of violence against children

Recommendations
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